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Abstract

DEVELOPMENT OF THE PETROLEUM REFINING
INDUSTRY IN ARAB COUNTRIES:
CURRENT AND FUTURE PERSPECTIVE

The petroleum refining industry plays a significant role in the economy of
Arab countries. It provides the most important resource of energy which keep
the country moving.

Like at many part of the world, the refining industry in Arab countries is
under considerable pressure. The Arab refineries need heavy investments for
improving the quality of the refined products and reducing direct emissions to
the environment.

The main purpose of this study is to examine the reasons behind the
main challenges facing the refining industry in Arab countries, address the
necessary measures needed for improving the operational performance and
bringing the Arab refineries into a new era of prosperity.

The study is structured in two sections, the first section reviews the
historical development stages of petroleum refining sector in OAPEC members
and the other non-OAPEC Arab countries, the challenges facing its operation
and the correction measures taken for mitigating the impacts of these
challenges.

The second section gives an overview of the Arab refining industry. It
discusses in more details the development of key issues and challenges facing
the refining industry in each Arab country, analyzes the impact of these
challenges on the performance and the profitability of the petroleum refineries.
It also contains information about the current refining capacity and forecast for
future expansion projects.

For meeting these challenges, most of Arab refiners announced plans to
install new refineries, in attempt to improve the ability to produce clean fuel
according to the international standards, meet the growing local market
demand of petroleum products and enhance its competitiveness in the
international markets.

In addition to installing new refineries, most of the Arab existing
refineries will be revamped and upgraded, so that they do operate properly and
become commercially viable.

Finally, as noted in the conclusion of this study, although much progress
has been made in recent years for improving the performance of the refining
industry in Arab countries, there is a significant need for much more measures
to be taken for improving its competitiveness to match the international level.









| (ELg1) Joyiudt 3y uhiall Ay patl HLaBY I Aolite |




